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MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

Subject: Fisheries Order 206.19
Special Fishing Regulations for Warmwater Species on Select Waters

Authority:
The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, authorizes the Director and the
Commission to issue Orders to regulate the taking of fish in the waters of this state.

Discussion and Background:

This Order governs special fishing regulations for warmwater species on select waters. Changes
proposed to the Order include the following: six waters are being modified to remove a restriction on the
use and possession of scented materials, the Mullet Lake, Cheboygan River, and Black River system
walleye harvest restrictions are recommended for removal from the Order, several waters are proposed for
addition to the list of waters where up to five northern pike may be possessed with only 1>24 inches in
the daily possession limit, and two waters are being proposed to change the bass minimum size limit to

10 inches.

Six waters listed in the Order have special regulations restricting the possession and use of scented
material. The intent of the restriction was to reduce gut-hooking and mortality on these specially
regulated waters. The restriction on scented material relates to the time period around the establishment
of scented plastic baits and fears that scented materials are engulfed by fish similarly to live bait. Anglers
have contacted staff over the past few years concerned that it’s nearly impossible now to find unscented
soft plastic baits. A brief literature review was conducted by staff who found two studies which indicated
that scented materials do not increase post-release hooking mortality when compared with unscented
artificial lures. Therefore, the recommendation is to remove the phrase, “or scented material” from the
following listed waters: Deer Lake basin (Marquette County), Florence Lake (Leelanau County), Jones
Lake (Crawford County), Lake of the Clouds (Ontonagon County), North Manitou Lake (Leelanau
County), and Wakely Lake (Crawford County). This change will benefit anglers by removing an
unnecessary restriction placed on the use of scented baits and material.

Additions
The following waters are recommended to be added to the Order for the reasons indicated below:

1. Tron Lake (Iron County) — add to list of waters where up to five northern pike may be retained
with no more than 1>24 inches due to abundant northern pike population with slow growth.

2. Railroad Lake (Iron County) - add to list of waters where up to five northern pike may be retained
with no more than 1>24 inches due to abundant northern pike population with slow growth.
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3. Shakey Lakes chain (Menominee County): Beecher Lake, Long Lake, East Lake, Resort Lake,
Baker Lake, and Spring Lake - add to list of waters where up to five northern pike may be
retained with no more than 1>24 inches due to abundant northern pike population with slow
growth.

4. Crooked Lake (Van Buren County) — implement 10-inch minimum size limit on bass due to
stunted bass population.

5. Little Crooked Lake (Van Buren and Cass Counties) — implement 10-inch minimum size limit on
bass due to stunted bass population.

Removal

In 2010, regulations went into effect to restrict the harvest of walleyes from Mullet Lake proper, the
Cheboygan River from Mullet Lake downstream to the Cheboygan Dam and the Black River from
Alverno Dam downstream to its confluence with the Cheboygan River in response to low estimates of
walleye abundance. The regulation package was recommended to be effective from 2010 through 2014
while more survey information was collected. Since 2010, the following effort was initiated to collect
information about this large inland system: information has been gathered on walleye movement and
survival, plankton dynamics, walleye diets were analyzed, several years of walleye stocking efforts were
conducted, a Status and Trends survey was completed and nearly a full year of creel surveys has been
conducted. Managers propose removing the restrictions on walleye harvest back to the statewide
regulation except for maintaining a spawning closure on a portion of the Cheboygan and Black Rivers.
As a result, the following listing will be recommended for removal from the Order and a spawning
closure regulation will be recommended for addition to Fisheries Order 204 — Spawning Closures.

1. Mullet Lake proper, Cheboygan River from Mullett Lake downstream to Cheboygan Dam (T38N,
R1W, S31), and Black River from Alverno Dam (T37N, R1W, S35) downstream to its
confluence with the Cheboygan River: the possession season for Walleye shall be May 15
through March 15, inclusive. The daily possession limit for Walleyes is three (3).

Issue Pros and Cons

The restriction on the use and possession of scented material limits angling opportunities for anglers when
there is no biological reason for doing so. Therefore, this restriction is unnecessary. Removing
unnecessary regulations reduces confusion for anglers as well as law enforcement staff. Anglers will
benefit from changing the size limit regulations on populations with a tendency to have stunted
populations. There are no cons associated with the proposed changes.

Biological

Studies have indicated that scented material does not result in higher angling mortality; therefore, there is
no biological reason to prohibit the use or possession of scented material on these waters. Lowering the
minimum size limit on stunted populations should not have a negative effect on the fish community in
these waters.

Social

Anglers will appreciate that their voices were heard and that there is no longer a reason to restrict scented
material use on these waters. Anglers will also be happy to learn that their request to reduce size limits on
stunted populations has been granted. These changes will benefit anglers by increasing opportunities.

Economic
The Department does not expect the proposed renewal of the Order to have any significant budgetary or
personnel implications.
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Recommendation:

Relevant Divisions have contributed to the preparation of this Order. This Order was submitted for
information on September 13, 2018, at the Natural Resources Commission meeting. This item appeared
on the Department’s September 4, 2018 calendar and may be eligible for approval on October 11, 2018.

Jdmes Dexter, Chief Gary Hagler, Chief
Fisheries Division Law Enforcement Division

7 dr——

Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief
fe Division ivision

ol Dol

Rohald A. Olson, Chief William O*Neill
Parks and Recreation Division Natural Resources Deputy

I have analyzed and discussed these recommendations with staff and concur as to matters over which the
Director has authority.

s0f 1/ /s

/K&ith Creagh, Director ros Date














































































































































































































































































































































































